[The history and the latest trend of the occupational diseases in Japan].
This study describes the history of the occupational diseases and the preventive measures by the laws in Japan. The first serious occupational diseases occurred in mining industry in the late 19th century because the working conditions were inferior. The mining industry ordinance was enforced in 1890 as the first law that prescribed working conditions, safety and health, and injury compensation. The most serious infection disease was tuberculosis, and the mortality was 180-260 per 100,000 during 1903-45. Since the prohibition on asbestos was late for 2006, the outbreak of asbestos-related diseases will continue until 2070. Although occupational poisonings have significantly decreased, unregulated chemicals recently caused many cases of cholangiocarcinoma among offset printing workers. Mental health disorders have been increasing in the various working places indicating stressful environment.